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Location
Since the FCO lifted the ban on travel to Srinagar tourism is tentatively returning and there is huge interest in the area.   Traditionally guests spend time on a houseboat relaxing or gently cruising the waterways on Shikaras (Kashmir’s alternative to a gondola, a low, canopied boat) – which is a very peaceful and relaxing pastime, known as water trekking.   

Sukoon is one of the few high quality boats in Srinagar today and it is moored on Dal Lake.    Just a five minute boat crossing brings guests here from the mainland and the boat has an enviable positioning on the lake.  It is just one boat in from the end of the row (the last boat being of the same ownership and unused) so it is away from the ‘madding crowds’ which are massed together further down the line, and it feels ulimately peaceful, exclusive and private!

The Boat     
Sukoon is a boat with a history and was originally built in 1979, by the father of the two brothers who now own it.  He named it Neil Armstrong as he was a great fan of the astronaut, and exchanged letters with him over the years (which will be visible on the houseboat). The boat was inaugurated by Heinrich Harrer (author of Seven years in Tibet), and it received many prominent ‘mountain men’, including Robert Filming and Sherpa Tenzin, during its former heyday.  

The interiors have now been beautifully restored and put back to their former glory.  The original glass chandeliers have been polished up and are now gleaming and the cedar wood panelling has been retained and beautifully restored so that the intricate carving is clearly visible.  The furniture throughout the boat is in keeping with the traditional style of ‘a houseboat’ but has been adapted to cater to the modern day traveller so that it ‘works’ and fulfils its purpose.   Juxtaposed with the wood panelling are splashes of bright colour which brighten and contemporise the interiors giving them a fresh, modern feel.  Needless to say, the mattresses and sofas are all deep and luxurious, and wherever you sit or lie on this boat, it will be a pleasure!

The bedrooms are lined up towards the rear of the boat with the front of the boat being home to an airy sitting room and cosy dining room which will tempt guests to chat and swap stories until late into the night.  The front verandah is a lovely place to while away a few moments watching life on the lake quietly unfold before you.  Unique to any boat on Dal Lake is Sukoon’s stunning roof terrace where guests will be able to relax and enjoy the views, either under a shamiana (canopy) or soaking up the full glory of the sun, gazing across the lake to the mighty Himalaya.  

Accessibility           
By air: To Srinagar from Delhi, Jammu and Leh, followed by a 30 minute car journey. 

By road: A long drive from Jammu.  An easy drive from Gulmarg, Pahalgam and Sonmarg. An exciting overnight adventure on mountain roads, crossing high passes, from Leh.
Transfers:  Transfers can be arranged from and to the airport and other areas at an extra charge.
Accommodation

Each of the 5 spacious rooms has a large window facing onto the lake and a roomy bathroom with both a separate shower and bath tub and gallons of piping hot water to fill it!  One of the rooms is situated at the end of the boat and is larger with windows on both side and this is the suite.  All rooms are cedar paneled, and have heating and air-conditioning.   Insulation is not perfect and noise does carry through the walls.  All rooms are similar.  Hair dryers are provided, along with bathrobes and daily mineral water. 
Dining                                
There is a snug dining room with individual tables in a cedar paneled room in the centre of the boat.   Meals are also served on the roof deck, either under the shady canopy or al fresco should the weather permit.  

Sumptuous picnics can be arranged.
The daily room rate includes breakfast and dinner but lunch can also be served on board should guests be in board during the day. 

The cuisine is delicious, authentic Kashmiri cuisine, along with tempting Malayali (Keralan) and Indian dishes.  There is also limited continental cuisine and light lunches are served.  Breakfast is a hearty western style or local feast.

                                             

Meal timings and location are flexible.

Children
The houseboat accepts children of all ages.  Children (1) may be accommodated in their parent’s bedroom for an extra charge.  There is no baby sitting service.  

Dress Code
There is no dress code here and it is informal and relaxed.  If planning to walk up here, walking equipment and suitable clothing and footware are adviseable.  The weather is changeable so both warm and cool clothing is advised, along with waterproofs and sunbathing attire.  Warm clothing in the winter months is essential and light clothing for the daytime in summer a must.
Check-in / Out Time


Check-in is at 12:00 Noon and Check-out is at 11:00 AM
Electricity


220 volts.  The standard two round pin adaptors work.
Credit Cards / Currency


Visa and Mastercard.

Mobile Telephones
Mobile telephones do not work up here.  Some international telephones may work sporadically but can often be blocked by the telecoms / government people.
When To Go / Climate
The peak months in Srinagar are our summer late Spring to late summer months - September.  It is warm and sunny during the daytimes in March, April, September and October but with chilly nights.  November, December, January and February are very cold but with glorious, crisp sunny days.   June, July and August tend to be hot in the day and a little cooler at night and it can rain for periods of time but it is the perfect time to be up in the Himalaya.
Opening and Closing         
The boat is open year round but closes from December- February.
Pests
In the summer months there are mosquitoes due to the warmth and lakeside position.  However, the boat provides mosquito nets and coils and repellent.  There are no mosquitoes in the colder months.    It is not advisable to leave windows open that do not have mesh insect protection, when your lights on as bugs will tend to fly in.
Facilities


-Sundeck



-Motorboat




-Shikhara (like a gondola)




-Wifi (works when government permits)




-TV (on request)




-Sitting room




-Rooftop dining



Services
On site manager who can arrange local excursions.



Possible Excursions


-Full day or short Shikara rides at the Dal lake





-Early morning Shikara ride to floating vegetable market




-Water trekking




-Trek to Zabarwan Hills with a picnic lunch


            - Visit to Dachigam National park




- Guided tour walk to the old city



-Star gazing




- Visit to Gulmarg, Sonmarg and Phalgam

-Visit to the Mughal Gardens, hilltop temples and  neighbouring lakes
Average Length of Stay
3 to 7 nights.  This is a place at which to base yourself for exploring Srinagar and the environs; for walking in the hills; for water trekking; and generally relaxing and unwinding in the Himalaya.
Payment / Cancellation
Pre-payment is compulsory if requiring a confirmed, advanced reservation.  A deposit of 50% of the entire stay’s cost is required at the time of booking.

For cancellations which fall with 20 days prior to check-in, 50% of the full, reserved stay will be forfeited.  For cancellations which fall within 15 days prior to check-in, 100% of the full, reserved stay will be forfeited.
Reservations
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Seasonal Surcharges


None apply

Government Taxes
Taxes apply on all extras but are already included in the accommodation rate

Ownership


Chapri Resorts & Hotels Pvt.Ltd.
Resident Manager


Mr. Muslim Naqash
